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===========================================

LOCAL NEWS.

OFFICIAL HANDBOOK AND GUIDE TO VICTORIA,—

We have
received

fromMr. F. F.
Bailliere

ofMelbourne

a copyof his
official handbook

and guide

to
Melbourne,

and to the cities, principaltowns
mining and other districts

of
Victoria.

Mr. R. P.
Whitworth

is the
compiler,

and has
collected

a great
massof

information

in a handy volume, thatwillgo
readilyintothe coatpocket.We shouldsay after
glancing

overthe book,thatthe
stranger

in
Victoria

havingthisguide,willbe morefully
informed

of all
a

stranger wantsto know,thanmanya
resident

of
the colony.Thereseemsto be nothing forgotten

and Mr.
Whitworth

has
provided

a usefuland valu-
able work.

ACCIDENTAT HINTON.—OnMonday forenoon,

Mr. WilliamGear,of Hinton,had his
collar-bone

brokenthrougha fallfroma horse.Dr, Pierce
attended

and set the brokenlimb,and Mr. Gearis
progressing favorably.

LAND SALE AT EAST
MAITLAND.—A

sale of
CrownLandswas conductedat the East Maitland

Courthouse,yesterday,

at noon,by Mr. C.
Delohery,

LandsAgent.Ninetownlots,situateat EastMait-
land,were

disposed

of at the upset price.Lot No,
19, one roodthirtyperches, was soldto Mr. Austin
Fitzpatrick

; lotsfrom23 to 29, each
containing

one
rood

thirty-fiveperches,were
purchased

by Mr. D.
J. Ellis; lot 80,

containing

one rood35 percheswas
soldto Mr. Henry Stokes,

THE AURORA
BOREALIS.—Although

we think the
beautiful appearance

in the sky calledAuroraBorea
lis,or

"Northern Lights,"

is not seenso of ten in
Australia

as in
England,

yet it is seenhereat times.

Many odd theorieshave been broachedto account

for the
appearance,

among othersthatit is the re-
flectedlightarisingfrom greatvolcanic displaysin
the Arcticregions beyondthe reachof ships.One
causenow

broached,

is thatthe lightsare produced

by the
combustion

of an enormous numberof bits,
pieces,and blocksof ironysubstance,

the solidac-
cretionsfrom the vapoursin the

atmosphere,
or

ratherin the etherealspacebeyondour
atmosphere.

That millionsof millionsof thesesolidpiecesare
constantly

beingformed,and then have to obey
the law of attraction (gravitation),

and begin
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a rapid journeythough space. That a
portionof thesesolidbodiesenterinto,or find
themselvesbroughtwithin,the atmospheresurround-

ing the earth,The earthitselftravels everyyear
in its journeyroundthe sun,555 millionsof miles,

whichis a speedof 68,000milesin every hour.As
the earthis also

eternallyrolling overin each24
hours,its

atmosphere,travelling eternallywith it in
both

respects,
mustbe alwaysmovingat evena more

swiftrate.Now whenan irony
substance, formed

out of the vapoursin ether,and
journeyingrapidly

in
obedience

to the law of
attraction,

getsintothe
earth'satmosphere,its own motionis suddenly

arrested.A suddenstoppageof any solidmatter
previously movingfast-saya stonedroppedoff a
high cliff, and reaching the rocks below-makes

that solidsubstancevery hot. The
travelling

irony
substance up aloft, therefore, on suddenly being
checkedin its rapidmotionby enteringout rapidly

movingatmosphere becomesvery hot at once,so
much so as to burn. And these theories resultin
the finaltheorythatthe vastmassof burning

aerolites,

at special times,giveriseto the lightin
the sky we call the auroraborealis.

FORFEITED CONDITIONAL PURCHASES.—A supple-
mentto the

GazettedatedFridayNo.5,
contains

a
listof

conditionalpurchases whichhavebeenfor-
feited.

SELECTIONS REFERRED.—A supplement to the
Gazettedated Monday,Nov 8, contains particulars

of selections declarations respecting which have been
referredto

commissioners

for report.
PASTURES& STOCK PROTECTIONACT.— The

Gazetteof Fridaycontainsa listof the ownersof
largestockof whomin

conjunction

withthe sheep
directors specified, the appointmentto act as
directors underthe aboveAct has been approvedby
the Governor to Council: Gleu Innes—James G,
Dickson,BorneyDowns; W. M.

Somerville,

New-
stead; Hugh H. Gordon, Strathbogie. Merriwa
—Henry CharlesWhite, Glenalvon ; Arthur Blaxland,

Cullingral ; Alex, Busby, Ct.sftilis.Maitland—
Edward CharlesClose, Morpeth;John Christian,

Hinton;John Mackay,Dungog.. Narrabri-J, C.
Wilson,BunnaBunna.Pilliga- T. G. Dan-
gar,

Bullerawa;

J. B. Rundle, Keelendi;C A.
Long,

Drilldool. Moree-A.Hill,Mungyer; A. Ben-
son, Nudkin;John E. Corry,

Terry-hie-hie.

Port
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Stephens—E- C. Close,Morpeth; JosephCooper,
Trevallyn,Gresford; John Christian,Morpeth,
Singleton— Henry.Rourke; ReginaldBlaxland,

Broke ; WilliamPearse,Jerry'sPlains.
THE LAUGHINGJACKASS ANO THE SNAKES.—It

has longbeena matterof popular belief(saysthe
AlburyBanner)that the great

kingfisher

was an
enemyto the snake,perpetuallywarringupon the
tribein general,and neverhappierthanwhen dining

upon serpentau naturel.It is not often,however,

that even persons habitually residingin the bush
haveso goodan

opportunity

as that
afforded

a few
days sinceto Mr. Christian Westendorff,

of Jindera,

for observingthe laughingjackass baggingthe game
referred to. Mr. Westendorffwas engagedwith
another man in

clearing
someland,and in the course

of the day's operations

it becamenecessaryto shifta
largelog.For thispurpose leverswereapplied

to
eachend,and aftersome

straining

the log was rolled

fromits resting place.The very momentit com-
mencedto move a laughing jackass,whichhad
been takinga deepbut

unobtrusive interestin the
proceedings,

madea swoopdownfroma limbof a
tree,and seizeda large snake whichbad beenlying
underthe log.The snakewas grippedby the back
of theneck(ifsnakescanbe saidto havenecks)and
borneawayto the bird'sprevious perch,wherethe
unfortunatereptilewas banged againstthe bough
untilthe body

separated

fromthe beadand fellto
the ground.The jackassthen droppedthe head,and
seizingthe bodysailedawayin triumphwithhis
prize. Whetherthe birdhad seenthe snakego
underthe log and was

watching

for it to comeforth
again, or whetherit knewby

instinct
thatthe rep-

tilewas there,is a
questionthatmay be leftfor

naturalists

to
determine

; but we are crediblyin-
formedthatas soonas the log was

shifted,

and be-
foreMr.

Westendorff

or his
companion

had any idea
of a snakebeingin their

neighbourhood,

the jackass

was downand had madegoodhis
seizure.

THE WEATHER AT TAMWORTH—Afterseveral

hot days,(saysthe TamworthNewsof
Tuesday),

Mondaybrokewith a sultryand
oppressive atmos-

phere,which,withthe
threatening

cloudmassesonthe
southernand westernhorizon, foretokeneda storm
duringthe day.At a quarterpast1 p.m.a smart
thunderstorm

came up,
accompanied

by a heavy
squallfromthe

westward, whichlastedfor a quarter

of an hour, duringwhichtimetherainfellin dense
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sheets. Morethanan inchmusthavefallen in the
time. About 3 o'clock anotherbrisk showercame
down,whenthe sun againappeared. Thereare still,
however, indications

of a further visitation

of rain.
The squalldid somelittledamage.Somesheetsof
ironweretornoff the railway goods-shed,

and the
barkand ironroofsof sundry dwellings

and sheds

were removedholus-bolus.The iron roof over
Messrs.Cohen and Levy's

agricultural implement

shedwas lifted up in a mass,and
deposited amongst

the
implements,fortunatelybreakingnothingofconsequence,

and the onlylossthe firmnamedwill
be the

expense
of

re-erecting

the roof,for whichthe
greaterpartof theold

material

canbe used again.

EXCELSIORLAND, INVESTMENT,AND BUILDING
Co. AND BANK.—Ameetingof the

shareholders

of
the ExcelsiorLand, Investment,and Building
Companyand Bankwas heldon Mondayafter-
noon,Mr.G.

Renwick

in the
chair.

On the
motion

of Mr W. Carey, seconded

by Mr.
Roseby, M.L.A.,

a
progressreportwas adoptedwhichstatedthatthe
companyhad beenplacedunderthe

Companies

Act.
THE

IRREPRESSIBLE BOY.—We(AlburyBanner)
had

occasion
sometimeago to drawthe

attention

of
parentsto the dangers connected

withan
ambition

thathad takenfirmrootamongstthe
youngsters

of
the townto rivalBlondín,the

ropewalker.

The
tastefor

acrobatic performances

on the topsof fences
appears latelyto have

declined,

but thereis some
reason

to fearthatit maybe
succeeded

by some-

thingevenmore
objectionable.

Duringthe pastfewweeks,in the
construction

of the
roadway

in
several

streets leadingto the railway station,
pipe

culverts

havebeenformedat the
crossings.

The
earthenware

pipesemployedare justlargeenoughto admitthe
headand

shoulders

of a smallboy,andthe
tempt-

ationto turnthis
opportunity

to
account

fora sub-
terraneous"wriggle"

fromone sideof the streettoanother seemsto be
irresistible.

A fewdaysagowe
noticeda numberof

youngsters awaiting
withthegreatest interest

the
arrival

of a memberof their
partywhohadmadethe

attempt,

andwhohadsomedifficulty

in
getting through,

the"fit"in hiscasebe-
ing

apparently

a tightone.At lengthhe gotthrough,

andhis
success

wasthemeansof
inducing

severalof his
comrades

to followup thistruly
valuable discovery

for the
destruction

of wearing
apparel.

If,
however,

a
youngster shouldhappento
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getstuckin the
course

of his
journey,

we might

have
something

more seriousto
chronicle

that
damage to clothing.

THEKELLY EXCITEMENT

-A
telegram

in theS
M. Heraldof

yesterdaysays:About2000persons
assembled

the gaolreserveon Tuesday night,
headed

by W.
Gaunion,

in
reference

to theKelly
reprieve.

Thepolicewouldnotallowthemto hold

a
meetingthere,andtheywentto a

piece

of
waste

aroundin
Madeline-street,

wherea gooddealwas
saidagainst

thePress,anda
resolutionpassed, ask-

ingforthe
reconsideration

of
Kelly'scase.Themob

thenwentup to the
Treasury

to seeMr.
Berry.

Afterwaitingsometime,the same
statements

wererepeated;

andMr Berry promised

to letthematter

beforethe
Executive to-morrow

; but,forhis part,

he heldoutno hopeof any
alteration

of the
decision

alreadycometo.The Pressgenerally condemn
the

Kelly
agitation,

andtheparttakenby the
Gaunsons,

Kellyhas
addressedanother document

to the
ColonialSecretary.
EXPORTOF COAL

—Following

is a returnof the
coalexportedfrom

Newcastle

for the weekended
Nov.5: Total23,346 tons,of which5523wenttoSydney,6613to

Melbourne,

1084to
Adelaide,

104to?Wallaroo,

S56 to HobartTown,268 to
Rockhampton,

960to
Wellington,

800to
Lyttelton,

418to other

New Zealandports,160 to othercolonialports,

1895to San
Francisco,

1160to
Shanghai1650to

HongKong,913to
Batavia,etc,300to

Noumea,

275to
steamers,

and737to home
consumption.

The
A.A.Co.sent4174tons,Wallsend3646tons,Co-opera
tiveCo.2288tons,

Lambton2980tons,J. andA.
Brown's collieries

5289toes,New Lambton2417
tons,Newcastle

CoalCo. 2162tons,Almwick,
390

tons.

EYE, EAR AND THROAT
SPECIALIST.—Dr,

Spark
may be

consulted

at 26
College-street,

HydePark,
Sydney. 3176
CUT THIS OUT.-ITMAY SAVE YOUR LIFE.—

LIVERis
KING.-The Liveris the

imperialorganof
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the whole human system,
as it

controls

the life,

healthand happinessof man. Green'sAugust
Floweris

unequalled
in curingpersons afflicted

with
Dyspepsia

or Liver
Complaint,

and all the
numerous symptomsthat resultfrom an unhealthy

conditionof the Liverand Stomach.GREEN'S
AUGUST FLOWERnow has the largestsaleof any
preparation

in the world.It
corrects

all
impurities

of the
stomach,

actsgentlyon the
bowels, cures indi-

gestion, stirsup the
liver,

andis justwhatourciti-

zensneedfor
dizziness

of the head,
palpitation

of the
heart,and the resultof

indigestion

and
dyspepsia.

Threedoseswillrelieveyou.Try it. Samplebottles

to try6d,Large size3s 6d.Soldby all
chemists

and
dealersin

medicines, Wholesaleby ELLIOTTBRO-
THERS, Sydney 7670
"Poetanascitur,oraturfit" means,liberallytrans-

lated, thatthe men who have
signalized

their lives

by certain
achievements,

have been
specially

en-
dowedand fittedby naturefor the

particular

pur-
pose.The mindsof all the

centuries mighthave
ploddedfruitlesslyat certainenterprises,and the
grand

principles

fromwhichthe great
discoveries

of
the ageswere

developedmighthaveunfoldedthem-
selvesto many,and yet no

inventionsresulted there-

from.It remainedto the
proprietor,

and him alone,

to have originatedUDOLFHO WOLFE'S SCHIBDAM

ABOUATIC SCHNAPPS, 1907


